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use us to be disappointed: people,
and sometimes, we even get
dlsappointed in God. But our disappointments can
- disappear when we know God based on who He really
is and not just on our past experiences. In knowing Him,
we will be encouraged and desire to serve, trust, worship,
and honor Him in our lives.

In Malachi, we can learn four things about who God really is:

GOD IS JUST (MALACHI 3:1-4)

The people during Malachi’'s time were discouraged
because they were under a foreign government. People
grumbled, lacked passion and devotion for God, and had
a wrong view of Him. They asked, “Where is the God of
justice?” (Malachi 2:17), but were met with a prophetic
statement about God’s coming messenger (fulfilled in
John the Baptist) and the coming Messiah (Jesus Christ).
This guarantees that the day of God’s righteous judgment
upon the world will be brought to fulfillment through Jesus
(Acts 17:30-31)!

Just like them, we may think that life is unfair and blame our
past or present circumstances. But we need to remember:
God uses our problems and difficulties to refine our
character — He will even sacrifice our comfort to sanctify us,
and He disciplines us for our good towards righteousness
and holiness (Hebrews 12:10-11). Our circumstances are
temporary, but His promises are eternal. What we need to
do is repent, focus on God, trust Him completely, and do
what He asks of us. He is perfect, just, faithful, righteous,
and upright (Deuteronomy 32:3-4)!

GOD IS IMMUTABLE (MALACHI 3:5-7)

Sorcery, adultery, oppression, greed, lying, and the like were
just some of the sins prevalent during the days of Malachi
(vv. 5-6). The people disobeyed and rebelled against God;
yet God — in His unchanging character, righteousness,
holiness, and love — desired for them to return and repent
(v. 7) and withheld His judgment upon them. In the same
way, God calls us to repent of our sins and draw near to
Him instead of running away from Him (James 4:8).

GOD OWNS EVERYTHING

lls us that “where our treasure is, there our
 will be also” (Matthew 6:21). When the people

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse %
that there may be food in My house, and test
Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if | will
not open for you the windows of heaven and
pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.
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asked, “How shall we return?” (v.7), God told them that they
were robbing Him in their tithes and contributions (vv. 8-9).
Tithe means ten percent, and the Mosaic Law mentions
that the “tithe of the land” belongs to God (Leviticus
27:30). But prior to this, Abraham and Jacob already
understood this principle and gave their tenths to God
(Genesis 14:19-20, 28:22). Jesus said that He came not to
abolish this Law but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17-19), and even
the scribes and Pharisees of His day tithed (Matthew 23:23).
In keeping with this principle, we give the first ten percent
of our earnings to the Lord and use the rest faithfully.

Paul also mentioned proportionate or “grace giving”
(1 Corinthians 16:1-2), and cited examples of poor believers
who gave joyfully according to their means because
they loved the Lord (2 Corinthians 1-5). Everything in the
world belongs to God (Psalm 50:10-12) and we honor Him
by knowing so, but we rob Him when we are greedy and
covetous. The antidote to greed and covetousness is
giving, and we can test our spirituality when we look at how
we deal with our possessions.

GOD IS A REWARDER (MALACHI 3:10-18)

Finally, God presented a challenge to His people: to “bring
the whole tithe into the storehouse (temple)” for Him to
“pour out blessings until it overflows” (v. 10). We can never
outgive God (Luke 6:38)! He is a rewarder of those who seek
Him (Hebrews 11:6), and if we trust in Him, He will provide
and fight for us (vv. 11-12). He even corrects our wrong view
of Him and helps us discern between righteous and evil
men (vv. 14-18).

If we don’t truly know God and put our hope in His amazing
promises, His Word will not impact our lives and we will not
be able to honor Him. Let us draw near to Him, learn to trust
Him completely, and do everything for His glory!
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God is holy.

Everyone has sinned and is far away from
God'’s saving presence. — Romans 3:23

God is merciful.

But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of
God through Him. — Romans 5:8

I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through
Me. — John 14:6

God is gracious.

By placing our faith in Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven of our sins and saved from
eternal death.

For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life. — John 3:16

For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God: not as a result of works, so that no
one may boast. — Ephesians 2:8-9

Would you like to place your faith in Jesus
Christ today?

Lord Jesus, | need You. | confess that |
am a sinner. | believe that You died on
the cross to pay for all my sins. With Your
help, | will turn away from my sins. Please
come into my life and be my Savior and
my Master. | accept Your gift of eternal
life. Make me the kind of new person You
want me to be. Thank You for giving me
eternal life. Amen.

God keeps His promises.

You can be sure that you have eternal life
when you trust in Jesus.

And the testimony is this, that God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He who has the Son has the life; he
who does not have the Son of God does
not have the life. These things | have
written to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life. — 1 John 5:11-13




